Social Issues Spotlight: An Ageing Population
Sources and notes
1. There are almost 12 million people aged 65 and over, Later Life in the United Kingdom, Age
UK, https://www.ageuk.org.uk/globalassets/age-uk/documents/reports-andpublications/later_life_uk_factsheet.pdf
2. Numbers in this age category are expected to grow by more than 40% within 20 years, ONS,
Overview of the UK Population 2019,
https://www.ons.gov.uk/peoplepopulationandcommunity/populationandmigration/population
estimates/articles/overviewoftheukpopulation/august2019
3. Since 1996, average house prices have risen by an extraordinary 281% across the UK, while in
London the figure is 501%, Nationwide, House Price Index,
https://www.nationwide.co.uk/about/house-price-index/headlines
4. 1.6 million older people living in poverty, Age UK, Poverty in Later Life,
https://www.ageuk.org.uk/globalassets/age-uk/documents/reports-and-publications/reportsand-briefings/money-matters/poverty_in_later_life_briefing_2019.pdf
5. In 2013-2015, the highest life expectancy in England for men at age 65 was in Kensington and
Chelsea (21.4 years). The lowest was in Manchester (15.8 years), ONS, Life Expectancy at Birth
and at Age 65 by Local Areas in England and Wales,
https://www.ons.gov.uk/peoplepopulationandcommunity/birthsdeathsandmarriages/lifeexpec
tancies/bulletins/lifeexpectancyatbirthandatage65bylocalareasinenglandandwales/2015-11-04
6. 50% more women than men in their 50s having no private pension, Pensions Policy Institute,
Understanding the Gender Pensions Gap,
https://www.pensionspolicyinstitute.org.uk/media/3227/20190711-understanding-the-genderpensions-gap.pdf
7. 30% of Asian or Asian British pensioners of Black or Black British pensioners facing poverty,
compared to 15% of White pensioners, Age UK, Poverty in Later Life,
https://www.ageuk.org.uk/globalassets/age-uk/documents/reports-and-publications/reportsand-briefings/money-matters/poverty_in_later_life_briefing_2019.pdf
8. The 55 to 64 year age group holding the highest average total personal wealth in Britain,
Resolution Foundation, Who owns all the pie?,
https://www.resolutionfoundation.org/app/uploads/2019/12/Who-owns-all-the-pie.pdf
9. Over 50s account for 47% of all consumer spending, Saga and the Centre for Economic and
Business Research, https://cebr.com/reports/wealth-among-the-over-50s/
10. Over 50s actually make up nearly 31% of the entire UK workforce, ONS, Living longer: how our
population is changing and why it matters,
https://www.ons.gov.uk/peoplepopulationandcommunity/birthsdeathsandmarriages/ageing/a
rticles/livinglongerhowourpopulationischangingandwhyitmatters/2018-08-13
11. It is estimated that 13.5 million job vacancies will need to be filled in the UK by 2022 with
only 7 million young people projected to be available to fill these positions, UK Commission
for Employment and Skills, Working Futures 2012-2022,
https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_dat
a/file/298510/working-futures-2012-2022-main-report.pdf
12. There are around 1 million people aged between 50 and state pension age who are not
working but would like to be, Centre for Ageing Better, Employment support for over 50s:
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Rapid evidence review, https://www.ageing-better.org.uk/publications/employment-supportover-50s-evidence-review
13. By 2030 there will be more workers over 50 than under 30, Centre for Ageing Better, How to
support your older workers, https://www.ageing-better.org.uk/blogs/how-support-your-olderworkers
14. 93% of homes in England do not have all four features that would allow them to be accessible
for all, Ministry for Housing, Communities and Local Government, English Housing survey,
https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_dat
a/file/539541/Adaptations_and_Accessibility_Report.pdf
15. 85% of people aged 65+ want to remain living where they are, Lloyd, J., ‘Older Owners
Research on the lives, aspirations and housing outcomes of older homeowners in the UK’,
https://www.housinglin.org.uk/Topics/type/Older-Owners-Research-on-the-lives-aspirationsand-housing-outcomes-of-older-homeowners-in-the-UK/
16. Private renters aged 55 and over rose by 103% from 2003- 04 to 2017-18, Ministry for
Housing, Communities and Local Government, English Housing survey,
https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_dat
a/file/539541/Adaptations_and_Accessibility_Report.pdf
17. The most recent 10 years of data show a 28% fall in the number of divorces between 2005
and 2015 across the population as a whole, however in the same period, the number of men
divorcing aged 65 and over went up by 23% and the number of women of the same age
divorcing increased by 38%, ONS, Marriage and divorce on the rise at over 65,
https://www.ons.gov.uk/peoplepopulationandcommunity/birthsdeathsandmarriages/marriage
cohabitationandcivilpartnerships/articles/marriageanddivorceontheriseat65andover/2017-0718
18. 23% of men aged 65-74 in 2032 expected to be without children, Government Office for
Science, Future of an Ageing Population,
https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_dat
a/file/816458/future-of-an-ageing-population.pdf
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